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The Network: Advocating Against Domestic Violence 
(The Network) is a coalition of over 30 diverse 
organizations that provide domestic violence-related 
services in the Chicago metropolitan area. The Network 
is dedicated to improving the lives of those impacted 
by domestic violence through education, public policy 
and advocacy, and the connection of community 
members to direct service providers.



The majority of survivors identified as female, heterosexual, and Black. When 
statewide data from InfoNet was compared against data from the Illinois Domestic 
Violence Hotline, this over-representation of Black survivors decreased slightly.

The majority of survivors are under the age of 45 and 11 percent between the ages of 
18 and 24

Further research on those receiving services is needed to understand potential 
barriers for individuals in Illinois.

SURVIVOR 
DEMOGRAPHICS



SURVIVOR 
NEEDS
Most Widely Used Services:

• Legal Advocacy
• Counseling
• Case Management

In 2019 when asked if the services they were provided 
with, majority of survivors responded in the affirmative to 
questions regarding increased access to community 
resources, seeing their future as hopeful, safety planning, 
and feeling safer from the person who had caused them 
harm.

These services, however, still have limited capacity, and 
many survivors are turned away by service providers. In 
2019, 4,033 adults and 4,018 children were turned away 
from a domestic violence service provider*. On the 
following two pages these numbers are broken down 
across regions. The northern and southern regions have 
seen their turn away counts decreasing over recent years, 
but the suburbs have had a steady increase in the number 
turned away.



Recommendations

• Address Inequality
• Expand the Service Models
• Increase Victim Participation
• Increase funding for prevention
• Increase services for those who use 

violence



COVID-19 & 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
IN THE LATINX 
COMMUNITY 

ELIZABETH RODRIGUEZ
Staff Attorney, Children & Families Practice Group, 
Legal Aid Chicago



RATE OF INFECTION

41% of the Illinois’ total infection rate 
have been Latinx

(17% of the population).



MORTALITY

Latinx population twice as likely to die as white 
population.



TARA’S STORY



IN COMES LEGAL AID CHICAGO 
(& COMMUNITY PARTNER AGENCY)…

Increase understanding and 
access of the courts.

Next steps = Increase financial 
literacy and employment 
opportunities.

Increase access to resources by 
keeping clear communication 
between all service agencies.

• Divorce
• Order of Protection
• Immigration 

proceedings
• Removal defense
• VAWA Application

• Daycare assistance
• Employment training

• Coronavirus relief 
options

• Remote learning 
support

• Public benefits
• Food, healthcare, 

& stable housing



CLE CODE

ALC20819



PRACTICE
GROUP
HIGHLIGHTS
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ON THE RISE

 Economic instability
 Stress 
 Close quarters
 Less opportunity to get away
Where can you go in a pandemic?
 Further isolation from support networks
 Perceived lack of options emboldens perpetrators



 Removed barriers to court access
 Simplified procedures
 Options for survivors
 Not in the same physical space as abuser

New Challenges
 Going it alone
 Time
 Digital divide (data and devices)
 Lack of information/misinformation
 Prone to error

REMOTE PROCEEDINGS 



BRENDA’S STORY
 Daily abuse started during pregnancy
High lethality risk
When he found out she was thinking about leaving 

him, abuse escalated further.
 Emergency Order of Protection Granted
Next court date, appeared via Zoom, but case 

dismissed without her knowledge. 
 Legal Aid Chicago’s Emergency Motion to Vacate 

and Reinstate granted!



LEGAL AID CHICAGO V. DOROTHY BROWN



COMPLAINT FOR MANDAMUS

What does the law require?
 Provide copies of protective orders to litigants 

immediately; and,
 Transmit to the Sheriff the same day.

 Ministerial, yet matter of life and death
 16% homicide victims in US killed by current or former 

partner
 Increases to 50% when look at just female homicide victims
 2016: 41% of law enforcement fatal calls domestic related
 Poor information sharing with officers, leading cause



WHAT GOOD
IS AN 
ORDER OF 
PROTECTION 
WITHOUT 
THE ORDER?



A BIG WIN!

 Law means what it says.
 Immediately
 Not as soon as is possible

 Affects survivors across 
Cook County
 Public interest exception

 Irreparable harm – orders 
without any use or value
 If someone harmed, can 

never make whole again



PRO BONO 
OPPORTUNITIES

MELISSA O. PICCIOLA
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Legal Aid Chicago



530
Attorneys &

other professionals

11,000
Hours

1900
Cases

1,000
Adults

375
Children

Providing free legal services to more than

PRO BONO IMPACT



PRO BONO OPPORTUNITIES



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 
ORDER OF PROTECTION CASES

Provide direct representation to victims of domestic 
violence who are seeking to obtain an Order of Protection

• All cases are being heard remotely

• Great Hearing Experience: Hearings consist of opening statement, 
direct examination, cross-examination and closing statements

• 10-15 hour time commitment

• Training and support provided by experienced Legal Aid Chicago 
attorneys



FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT 
VOLUNTEERING

• Melissa Picciola, Director of Volunteer Services
• volunteer@legalaidchicago.org
• 312-347-8338
• Visit https://www.legalaidchicago.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/

mailto:volunteer@legalaidchicago.org
https://www.legalaidchicago.org/get-involved/volunteer-opportunities/


THANK YOU!
www.legalaidchicago.org

August 31-September 14 
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